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C  a  f>.  3 
SOME    GENERAL    INFORMATION   

LIBRARY 
When   the  year   1967   ends,    the  strike   in  'Motttatia?sofc$tt8ifANA 

I 

industry  will  have  passed  the  170th  day  and  be  halfway  into  the 
sixth  month.   With  no  positive  signs  yet  in  evidence  that  settle- 
ment  is  near,  it  is  well  on  the  way  to  setting  a  record  of  longevity 
for  labor  disputes  in  Montana.   The  1959-1960  copper  strike  stretched 
out  to  177  days  from  August  19,  1959  until  settlement  came  on 
February  11,  1960.   Negotiation  efforts  in  the  current  dispute  have 
done  little  more  than  emphasize  the  fierce  independence  of  both 
union  and  management  officials.   Verbal  thunder  from  both  sides 
has  been  mainly  sound  and  fury  signifying  nothing.  'Simple  logic 
is  a  stranger  patiently  waiting  at  the  sidelines. 

The  plight  of  the  idled  workers  trapped  between  these  two 
opposing  forces  magnifies  in  intensity  with  each  passing  day.   The 
inventory  of  repossessed  automobiles  and  household  furniture  and 
appliances  grows  larger.   Meager  menus,  supplemented  by  surplus 
government  foods,  are  the  rule  and  not  the  exception.   Welfare 
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costs  are  climbing.   Unpaid  utility,  food,  clothing,  and  medical 
bills  keep  piling  up.   Miner's  wives  and  children  compete  for  what- 
ever odd  jobs  are  available.   Butte  merchants  try  bravely  to  wear 
masks  of  optimism  but  cash  register  tapes  tell  another  story.   Trade 
volume  in  Anaconda  during  December  was  from  25  to  40  per  cent  below 
last  year.   Holiday  business  at  Helena  and  Great  Falls  did  not 
match  former  years. 

During  the  past  5^  months,  approximately  '1,500  workers  have 
left  the  strike  areas.   Some  have  moved  to  other  Montana  locations, 
but  the  majority  have  found  employment  in  other  states,  including 
Washington,  Oregon,  and  California.   Most  of  the  latter  are  skilled 
craftsmen.   Whether  or  not  they  will  return  when  the  strike  is 

rli 

settled  is  a  matter  for  conjecture.   Some  of  the  coal  miners 
recruited  from  the  Appalachia  region  since  1964  for  the  Butte 
mines  are  returning  to  their  former  homes. 

Anaconda,  Butte,  and  Great  Falls  accounted  for  more  than  a 
third  of  the  10,000  workers  registered  for  employment  at  the  23 
local  employment  service  offices  during  December.   This,  however, 
does  not  give  a  true  count  of  the  unemployed.   Since  striking 
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workers  are  not  eligible  for  unemployment  benefits,  many  do  not 
register  at  these  offices  but  strike  out  on  their  ov/n  to  find 
other  work. 

Secondary  unemployment  as  a  result  of  the  current  strike  has 
not  yet  reached  the  volume  of  the  1959-1960  strike.   A  key  point 
in  this  situation  is  the  fact  that  during  the  1959-60  dispute, 
only  members  of  the  then  jurisdictional  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter 
Union  were  on  strike.   Craft  workers  and  others  who  owed  allegiance 
to  other  unions  were  idled  because  of  that  strike  but  had  no  direct 
interest  in  it.   They  were  able  to  claim  and  be  paid  unemployment 
insurance  benefits.   Twenty-three  hundred  such  claims  were  filed. 

Thirty-three  unions  are  directly  interested  in  the  present 
strike,  and  members  of  all  are  precluded  from  receipt  of  unemploy- 
ment pay.   A  conservative  estimate  of  secondary  unemployment  at 
the  present  time  approaches  the  1,000  mark  -  workers  in  trade, 
service,  transportation  and  other  industries  either  laid  off  or  on 
short  work  weeks  because  of  strained  economic  conditions.   Workers 
in  this  category  have  filed  798  unemployment  claims  to  date.   Those 
who  earn  more  than  $15.00  or  are  paid  for  work  in  excess  of  one  8  hour 
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are  ineligible  to  claim  jobless  benefits. 

ACT  OF  THE  STRIKE  ON  PUBLIC  WELFARE  FUNDS:   JULY  15,  1967  to 
.3SR  31,  1967: 

1)  SILVER  BOY/  COUNTY  (Butte) 

a.  650  striking  families  received  general  assistance 

warrants  of:  $314,221.00 

b.  An  additional  1,316  families  certified 'eligible 
for  food  stamp  program. 

2)  DEER  LODGE  COUNTY  (Anaconda) 

a.  500  striking  families  received  general  assistance 

warrants  of: $140,000.00 

b.  An  additional  265  families  certified  eligible 
for  food  stamp  program. 

3)  CASCADE  COUNTY  (Great  Falls) 

a.  68  striking  families  received  general  assistance 

warrants  of:  S  25,000.00 

b.  An  additional  755  families  certified  eligible 
for  food  stamp  program. 

CAPITULATION  OF  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  FOR  THESE  THREE  COUNTIES 
FROM  JULY  15,  1967  through  December  31,  1967: 

1)  1,218  striking  families  from  these  three  counties  received 
a  total  of  $479,221.00  in  general  assistance  warrants. 

2)  2,336  striking  families  were  certified  as  eligible  to 
participate  in  the  surplus  food  stamp  program. 
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1   LOSSES  OF  STRIKING  WORKERS  FROM  JULY  15,  19 67  to  DECEMBER 
31,  19S7: 

1)  Estimated  wages  lost  by  all  striking  workers:    $20,874,036.43 

2)  Average  wage  lost  by  each  striking  employee:  2,764.04 

3)  Time  required  for  average  striking  employee  17.72 

YEARS 
to  make  up  wages  lost  to  December  31st  if  the 

average  settlement  should  be  7.5  cents  per 
hour  more  than  pre-strike  rate: 

ESTIMATED  STATE  TAX  LOSSES  AS  RESULT  OF  COPPER  STRIKE  FROM  JULY  15, 
1967  to  DECEMBER  31,  1967: 

1)  Loss  of  State  income  taxes  from  7,200  strike    $   543,024.00 
idled  workers: 

2)  Loss  of  revenue  from  mineral  production  tax:  ,'   $   534,528.00 

3)  TOTAL  tax  losses  as  direct  result  of  strike     $  1,077,552.00 
to  December  31,  1967:   (Loss  in  taxes  to 
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